Moldmaking

Moldmaking
In the Fast Lane

File to Splash in a Flash

'l was basically com- Speed, flexibility and efficiency helps Winnipeg Pattern beat their
automotive, agricultural, maritime and aerospace customers' ever-

puter i/literate, with no shorter lead times... thanks to Mastercam. "We had a rush job

AM . Il requiring a sculpted plug for a customer who needed it to made a
C experlence at all. fiberglass splash mold for a bus fender," patternmaker Corey Burns

: recalls. Multinational Motor Coach Industries (MCI) digitally scanned
NOW / gO fI'OITl fl/eS to the fender contours of its full-scale mockup and downloaded the

ﬁnished ,D/Ug WithOUt results in IGES to Winnipeg Pattern.
drawings, like it was
second nature."

As an eleven-year traditional pattern/tool maker, Corey
— Cory Burns had virtually no prior computer experience.. "This was a

Patternmaker white-knuckle experimental venture for me," he recalls,

Winnipeg Pattern & Modelworks "put | just followed the Mastercam manual. We brought

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada the IGES file into Mastercam in‘a snap." Corey complet-
ed the geometry required for vacuum forming.
"Mastercam's 3D surface modeler made it very simple,”
he says, "and we just following the manual until we had
the toolpaths." [Corey's learning curve was augmented
by on-site assistance from Mastercam's local representa-
tive.]

Corey tested a "virtual part” on-screen with Mastercam's
solid-model toolpath verification before cutting chips,
gaining the confidence to set upthe CNC just before
"quittin' time" and let the job run overnight. For a compa-
ny serving customers in the volatile transportation indus-
try, that's a true competitive advantage, first time out!
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